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C O L I N  L E G U M :  B I O G R A P H I C A L  N O T E  

C o l i n  Legum was born i n  K e s t a l l ,  Orange Free State ,  South 
A f r i c a ,  on 3 January 1 9 1 9 .  H e  w a s  educated up t o  
m a t r i c u l a t i o n  s t anda rd  a t  t h e  l o c a l  Afrikaans-medium school ,  
and had no f u r t h e r  formal educat ion.  When he was 1 6 ,  he 
e n t e r e d  journal ism,  s t a r t i n g  as a copy boy and l i b r a r y  
a s s i s t a n t  on t h e  Johannesburg - Sunday Express and subsequent ly  
t h e  Dai ly  Express. Over t h e  n e x t  f o u r  y e a r s  he  r o s e  t o  
become a s e n i o r  crime r e p o r t e r  and t h e  pape r s '  p o l i t i c a l  
correspondent .  I n  1 9 5 9 ,  he became e d i t o r  of t h e  Labour 
weekly, The Forward, i n  Johannesburg, and t h e  _I_ SA Mineworker ,  
o raan  of t h e  Nineworkers '  Union. I n  1 9 4 2  he s t a r t e d  h i s  own ~~ 

p u b l i c a t i o n ,  t h e  I l l u s t r a t e d  Labour B u l l e t i n ,  a b i l i n g u a l  
p o l i t i c a l  f o r t n i g h t l y .  

C o l i n  Legum became a c t i v e  i n  p o l i t i c s  a s  a member o f  t h e  S . A .  
Labour P a r t y  i n  1938 and i n  1943 was e l e c t e d  a s  a Labour 
member t o  the  Johannesburg C i t y  Council .  I n  1 9 4 7  he  became 
l e a d e r  o f  t h e  Labour P a r t y ' s  temporary m a j o r i t y  on t h e  C i t y  
Counci l ,  s e r v i n g  a s  chairman of t h e  General Purposes 
Committee and t h e  Spec ia l  Housing Committee. L a t e r  t h a t  same 
yea r ,  he was e l e c t e d  genera l  s e c r e t a r y  of t h e  Labour Pa r ty .  
H e  w a s  a c t i v e  i n  t h e  1948 e l e c t i o n s  when t h e  Labour P a r t y  w a s  
i n  c o a l i t i o n  wi th  General Smuts' United P a r t y  i n  a n  
unsuccess fu l  a t t empt  t o  prevent  t h e  e l e c t i o n  o f  t h e  National 
P a r t y  which had fought  t h e  e l e c t i o n  on i t s  new a p a r t h e i d  
programme. 

I n  1 9 4 9 ,  because h e  saw no immediate f u t u r e  f o r  h i s  work o r  
p o l i t i c a l  views i n  a n  a p a r t h e i d  South Af r i ca ,  C o l i n  Lequtn 
decided t o  leave South Af r i ca  t o  pursue h i s  j o u r n a l i s t i c  
career i n  London. 
TX,."._ ,,CL= k-  ,.̂A l l u c  ...-I.. became a part-+'"- cllllc ,,,UL..alist i r \ !3*n  e n  The 
Observer ,  b u t  a l s o  a s t a f f  member of t h e  Tavis tock  I n s t i t u t e  
of Human R e l a t i o n s ,  engaging i n  r e sea rch  i n t o  communications 
i n  i n d u s t r y  f o r  t h r e e  yea r s .  I n  1953, he jo ined  _I T h e  Observer 
as a f u l l - t i m e  s t a f f  member, becoming F l e e t  S t r e e t ' s  f i r s t  
A f r i c a  Correspondent - a r o l e  l a t e r  en larged  t o  t h a t  of 
Commonwealth Correspondent - but  he never l o s t  i n t e r e s t  i n  
humanity s t u d i e s  based on t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  and ex tens ion  of 
F r e u d ' s  i deas .  F ive  yea r s  l a t e r ,  i n  1 9 5 8 ,  he  w a s  made an 
a s s o c i a t e  e d i t o r  of t h e  paper ,  s p e c i a l i s i n g  i n  Third World 
a f f a i r s .  

A s  Commonwealth Correspondent, Colin Legum t r a v e l l e d  widely,  
b u t  c h i e f l y  i n  A f r i c a  and t h e  Middle Eas t .  He helped t o  
formula te  t h e  p a p e r ' s  no tab le  a n t i - c o l o n i a l  p o l i c y  and i t s  
m i l i t a n t  s t a n d  a g a i n s t  a p a r t h e i d  and racism. During h i s  t i m e  
on t h e  paper ,  he developed f r i e n d s h i p s  wi th  many o f  t he  
Af r i can  independence l eade r s ,  i nc lud ing  Kr?ame Nkrumah, D r  
Nnamde Azikiwe, Jomo Kenyatta, Tom Nboya, J u l i u s  Nyerere, 
Kenneth Kaunda, Joshua Nkomo, Miltori Obote, Nelson Xandela, 
O l i v e r  Tambo, Tshekedi and S e r e t s e  Khama, Q u e t t  Masire and D r  
Kainuzu Banda. 

I n  1 9 5 1 ,  w i t h  t h e  Rev. Michael S c o t t ,  P ro fes so r  A r t h u r  L e w i s  
and X a r t i n  Wight, he  co-authored A t t i t u d e  t o  Af r i ca  w h i c h  was 
acknowledged a t  t h e  time a s  a seminal work i n  t h e  
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a n t i - c o l o n i a l  s t r u g g l e .  The fol lowing y e a r ,  Col in  Leguin 
worked c l o s e l y  wi th  Michael Scott ,  Mary Benson, David Astor 
and o t h e r s  i n  founding t h e  Af r i ca  Bureau and, subsequent ly ,  
t h e  A f r i c a  Pub l i ca t ions  T r u s t  and t h e  Af r i ca  Education T r u s t .  

Because Col in  Legum and David Astor  saw a p o s s i b l e  
d isadvantage  a s  j o u r n a l i s t s  i n  being too p u b l i c l y  a s s o c i a t e d  
wi th  t h e  Af r i ca  Bureau, t hey  both  e l e c t e d  t o  be ad  hoc 
members o f  i t s  execut ive .  Col in  Legum was, n e v e r t h e l e s s ,  
a c t i v e l y  involved w i t h  t h e  Af r i ca  B u r e a u  on  a number of key 
i s s u e s  i n  t h e  a n t i - c o l o n i a l  movement, i nc lud ing  t h e  campaign 
t o  end t h e  banning o rde r  on Tshekedi and Seretse Khama from 
Bechuanaland; t o  end t h e  e x i l e  of t h e  Kabaka of Buganda, S i r  
Edward Mutesa I1 (which l e d  t o  h i s  w r i t i n g  Must  w e  lose 
A f r i c a ) :  t h e  campaign a g a i n s t  t h e  Cent ra l  Afr ican  Federa t ion  
and, l a t e r  a g a i n s t  Rhodesia 's  U D I .  

Co l in  Legum c l o s e l y  followed t h e  deco lon i sa t ion  o f  t h e  
Belgian Congo, wrote Congo D i s a s t e r  and, having g o t  t o  know 
P a t r i c e  Lumumtu, l a t e r  c o n t r i b u t e d  the  foreword and biography 
t o  h i s  c o l l e c t e d  w r i t i n g s ,  Congo, my Country. ne s i m i l a r l y  
wrote t h e  preface  and biograpy of Kenneth Kaunda f o r  h i s  
f i r s t  c o l l e c t e d  works. 

H e  tool: an e a r l y  i n t e r e s t  i n  Pan-Africanism and wrote t h e  
f i r s t  modern s tudy  of t h e  movement, Pan-Afr lkanism - a B r i e f  
Guide ( 1 9 6 2 ) .  H e  a l s o  followed c l o s e l y  t h e  n a s c e n t  po l i t i c s  
of t h e  Thi rd  World and wrote a s h o r t  c h r o n i c l e  e n t i t l e d  
Bandung, Cai ro ,  Accra. 

I n  1 9 6 4 ,  Col in  Legum wrote, w i th  h i s  wife ,  South A f r i c a  - 
C r i s i s  f o r  t h e  West, t h e  f i r s t  s e r i o u s  a t t empt  t o  d e a l  wi th  
t h e  q u e s t i o n  o f  s a n c t i o n s ,  the pub l i ca t ion  of which r e s u l t e d  
i n  t h e  au thor s  be ing  banned from t h e i r  home count ry  f o r  20 
yea r s .  With h i s  wi fe ,  Col in  Legum a l s o  co-authored 'The 
B i t t e r  Choice, and i n  1 9 6 1 ,  he e d i t e d  The Af r i ca  13andbook. 
B u t  h i s  major c o n t r i b u t i o n  t o  t h e  study-of t h e  cont ine l i t  i s  

--_ 

-- 

- 
t h e  Af r i ca  Contemporary Record which he  e d i t e d  f o r  2 0  years ,  
from 1968-1989. For  f i v e  yea r s  he a l s o  co-edi ted a companion 
s e r i e s ,  t h e  Middle East  Contempo- f o r  t h e  Shi loah 
Centre  a t  the- i rn ivers i ty  of T e l  Aviv. 

I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  books he  has  w r i t t e n  himself o r  i n  
p a r t n e r s h i p  w i t h  h i s  w i fe ,  he has con t r ibu ted  c h a p t e r s  to 
some 2 6  academic books, and has w r i t t e n  a number of 
pamphlets,  i nc lud ing  The F a l l  of Hai le  S e l a s s i e ,  The c o n f l i c t  
i n  t h e  Horn of Af r i ca ,  and A f t e r  Angola - t h e  Coming War. 
p n  t r a n s l a t e d  i n t o  Swedish, Hebrew; Arabic ,  

________ 
- 

French, Spanish,  I t a l i a n  and Chinese. 

Col in  Legum has become well-known a s  a b roadcas t e r  and f o r  
h i s  t e l e v i s i o n  appearances i n  B r i t a i n ,  t h e  United s ta tes ,  
Canada, Holland, Scandinavia and A u s t r a l i a  a s  w e l l  as i n  a 
dozen Afr ican  c o u n t r i e s .  Not only has he l e c t u r e d  
e x t e n s i v e l y  a t  u n i v e r s i t i e s  i n  B r i t a i n ,  o n  t h e  European 
c o n t i n e n t ,  i n  North America, I n d i a ,  China, Swi tzer land  and i n  
Af r i ca ,  b u t  he h a s  a l s o  been a r e g u l a r  l ec turer  a t  m i l i t a r y  
c o l l e g e s ,  i nc lud ing  Sandhurst ,  Camberley and Greenwich Naval 
Col lege i n  England: t h e  NATO Defence College i n  Rome (where 
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he  has  been on a panel of r egu la r  l e c t u r e r s  f o r  1 5  y e a r s ) ;  
t h e  Portuguese Diplomatic and M i l i t a r y  College: t h e  
Nether lands  Diplomatic College: t h e  A i r  Farce College a t  t h e  
Maxwell B a s e  i n  Montgornery, Alabama: and t h e  U S  Naval 
Co l l ege  i n  Monterey. 

C o l i n  Legum res igned  from The Observer i n  1984 when t h e  paper 
w a s  s o l d  t o  t h e  Lonrho mul t i -na t iona l  because he  ob jec t ed  to  
control pas s ing  i n t o  t h e  hands of M r  'T iny '  Rowland. H e  
subsequent ly  e s t a b l i s h e d  h i s  own syndica ted  weekly n e w s l e t t e r  
Thi rd  World Reports .  

H i s  c l o s e s t  i n t e r e s t ,  a p a r t  from t h e  a n t i - c o l o n i a l  and 
a n t i - r a c i s t  movements, has always been wi th  South Af r i ca  and, 
more l a t t e r l y ,  w i t h  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  i n  t h e  Horn o f  Afr ica .  

- I11 - 



C O L I N  L E G U M ' S  W R I ~ I N G S  

BOX 1 AFRICA -GENERI\L 

F I N  1 

10 

Problems of Self-Rule i n  Central Afr ica 
Emerging Africa - a new confederation? 
The African Continent (Lecture) 
Sub-Sahara Africa - Relationships with the 
Communists and the West 
Peking's Strategic P r io r i t i es  
What kind o f  radicalism for Africa? 
Is Africa r i pe  for revolution? 
Africa's Intel lectuals 
Building New Nations - Can the Mi l i ta ry  do 
i t  i n  Africa? 
A new phase i n  Africa (part) 

FICHE 2 

10 
11 
12 
13 

14 
15 

16 
17 
18 
19 

20 
21 
22 

'I (continued) 
Afr ica's l i t t l e  summit i n  Cairo 
Afr ica on the Rebound 
Gueri l la Warfare and African Liberation 
Movements 
Color and World Po l i t i cs  
Afr ica - a divided continent 

No one wants a race war 
Winds o f  Change Seminar 
New L i fe  for 'non-alignment' 
Independent Africa and the Liberation 
of the South 
Black Power v White i n  Africa 
Journalists reporting Africa 
The Reali t ies o f  Modern Afr ica (part) 

FICHE 3 

22 If (continued) 
23 Africa's new revolutionaries 
24 
25 Black Afr ica Today 

26 Africa - a Time o f  Change 
27 Third World Attitudes 
28 Africa South of the Mahgreb 
29 Portugal and Oecolonisation 
30 Africa (part) 

F ICH 4 

30 (continued) 
31 Africa's Attitude t o  the USSR 

32 The Stakes i n  Africa 

Africa South of the Sahara 

Round Table 
Current 
RUSI Journal 
Commonwealth Jnl  

Africa Report 
Foreign Affairs 

E Africa Jnl 
Current 

- 

8.2.52 
Jan 1961 
Feb 1963 
June 1964 

Jan 1965 
Jan 1965 
11.3.65 
May 1965 
Apr 1966 

1966 

8BC World Service 31.3.67 
New Society 25.5.67 
Afr ica Today 1967 

Motive Apr 1968 
Encyclopaedia 1968 
Britannica Yearbook 
World Encounter Apr 1969 
Lecture 10-12.4.69 
E N S  20.4.70 
Africa Quarterly Apr-Jun 1970 

New Society 6.8.70 
Reporting Africa 1971 
Oslo Conference 24-26.1.72 

Current 
NATO Lecture 
Current Affai rs 
Bu l le t in  

- 
NATO Lecture 
New York Times 
Britannica Book 
Of  the Year 

May 1972 
12.1.73 
Feb 1973 

Oec 1973 
1973 
16.1.74 
14.7.74 
1974 

Lecture, 13.10.77 
Washington 
Atlas Dialogue July 1978 

1-m 
21-24 
25-33 
34-37 

38-40 
41-54 
55-73 
74-80 
81-83 

84-89 

90-96 
97-101 
102-104 
105-110 

111-119 
120-139 

140-143 
144-153 
154-156 
157-163 

164-166 
167-177 
178-180 

181-183 
184-195 
196-219 
220-237 

231-242 
243-254 
255-269 
270-271 
272-273 

274-279 
280-311 

312-315 
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33 African Affairs 

34 Biographies 
35 African Affairs 
36 
37 
38 
39 Afr ica's Heavy Debts 

40 Gong Dafei Interview 
41 

42 

The OAU - the f i r s t  20 years 

Impact of Comnunist States on Afr ica's 
P o l i t i c a l  Developnent (part) 

F I M  5 

42 (continued) 
43 Foreign Intervention in  Afr ica 
44 The Media in  Post-colonial Afr ica 
45 The Plural  Societies o f  Afr ica (part) 

F I M  6 

45 (continued) 
46 &colonizing Forces in the African People 

between World War I and World War I1 
47 Human Factors i n  Africa 
48 Tr iba l  Survival i n  the Modern P o l i t i c a l  

System (part) 

F ICE 7 

48 !cnntinued) 
49 The French Role  i n  Contemporary Africa 

Eritannica Book 1978 
of the Year 

1979 
1979 
1980 
1981 
1982 

Christian Science 3.2.83 
Monitor 
Africa Report 
The Non-Aligned 
World - 

Lecture Notes - 

Eritannica Year- 
book - 50 How Afr ica sees China 

51 The Growth of Africa's Foreign Policy (part) - 
F I M  8 

51 (continued) 
52 The Phenmenon of Nationalism i n  Africa - 
53 The Coming Struggle f o r  Southern Africa - 
54 The African Revolutionaries (part)  - 
FICM 9 

54 " (continued) 
55 Afr ica's Second Thoughts 

316-321 

322-323 
324-328 
329-333 
334-341 
302-347 
3&3M 

351-354 
355-366 

367-368 

369-406 
407-435 
436-446 
447-464 

465-480 
481-513 

514-525 
526-560 

561-563 
564-572 

573-652 
653-656 

657-678 
679-695 
696-743 
744-752 

753-764 
765-808 
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BOX 2 SOUTHWAFRICA 

F I C H  1 

1 Southern Africa Speech 23.5.66 
2 Apartheid UN Seminar 23.8.66 
3 The Effects of Apartheid on International Lecture Notes 29.8.66 

4 The Consequences o f  the Situation i n  UN Seminar 24.7.67 
Relations 

Southern Africa for International Peace and 
Security 

5 The Situation i n  Southern Africa: Po l i t i ca l ,  International Aug 1967 
Economic and Mi l i ta ry  Structure 

6 Analysis and Belief: Southern Africa 
7 Color i n  World Pol i t ics :  The Challenge of 

Southern Africa to  the USA 
8 The Consequences o f  the Situation i n  

Southern Africa (part) 

F I N  2 

8 ID (continued) 
9 

10 
11 

12 
13 

Independent Africa and the Liberation 
o f  the South 
The UN and Southern Africa 
Southern Afr ica - Policies viable and non- 
viable 
Power Structure i n  Southern Africa 
Problems of Land-locked Countries of 
Southern Afr ica (part) 

F ICE 3 

13 *' (continued) 
14 From SW Afr ica to  Namibia: P o l i t i c a l  

15 The Role o f  the West i n  Southern Africa 
16 

17 The Southern African Cr is is  
18 The Different Elements of the Southern 

19 Southern Afr ica - the Middle East Dimension 

Transformation 

The Unfolding Map o f  Southern Africa 

Africa Confl ict 

Seminar 
Lecture, New York 1967? 
Social Action Apr 1958 

Statement 1969? 

Afr ica Quarterly Apr-Jun 1970 

IS10 Monograph 1970 
World Issues Sunmer 1971 

- 1971 
Seminar, Oslo 24.9.72 

I n t  Congress of 9.12.73 
Afr icanists Paper 

Current Af fa i rs  J ly  1976 
Bu l le t in  

Bonn Symposium 25.5.81 

- Apr 1976 

- 1978? 

BOX 3 MUTH AFRICA 

FICHE 1 

1 Labour Party's Plans for a Land and 
Agriculture Policy for South Africa 

2 The Crime o f  the Slums 
3 Why the Labour Party? 
4 South Afr ica - Lecture 
5 South Africa - Lecture 

1-12 
13-21 
22-36 

37-49 

50-55 

55-72 
73-86 

87-93 

94 
95-101 

102-145 
146 

147-175 
176-189 

190-200 
201-207 

208-217 
218-226 

227-242 
243-249 

250-258 

Labour Party Pub1 - 1-10 

Jan 1941 11-30 - 31-54 
Jn l  o f  the RA July 1956 55-69 
Jn l  of RUSI Aug 1957 70-64 
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6 C r i s i s  i n  SA (pa r t )  

F I C N  2 

6 'I (continued) 
7 South A f r i c a  Today 
8 Racism i n  SA - Bantustans fo r  the Bantus? 
9 Racism i n  SA - who w i l l  con t ro l  the 

10 SA: The Domed Republic 
11 World In tervent ion Inev i tab le i n  SA 

12 

13 

FICHE 3 

13 (continued) 
14 
15 UN Seminar on Apartheid 
16 
17 

18 The Opposition i n  SA 
19 Western Pol icy  towards SA 
20 SA: 1968 Review 

revolut ion? 

Racism i n  SA - i s  p a r t i t i o n  by consent 
l i k e l y ?  
The Case for Sanctions (par t )  

SA - The dilemma o f  power 

Colour & Power i n  the SA Si tuat ion 
SA as a Threat t o  World Peace 

The World Today June 1960 

Observer 1961 
Current June 1963 

Oct 1963 

Afr ica Today Nov 1963 
B r i t i s h  Weekly & 10.9.64 
Chr is t ian World 
Current Jan 1965 

At las Jan 1965 

Christian Action Autumn 1966 
The New African Nov 1966 
Oaedalus Spring 1967 
Anti-Apartheid 19.10.68 
Movement Conference 
Motive Oec 1968 - 1968 

- 1968 
21 

FICKZ 4 

21 (continued) 
22 American investments bo l s te r  iiacism - 1969 
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